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The starting point when telling the Story of the NSW Government Railway

We ask for your assistance in saving Australia's oldest working rail workshop for the people of NSW.

Following the handing over of a cheque to the Powerhouse Museum on 11/11/06 it has been stated
that the saving of the Eveleigh Large Erecting Shop is not part of RailCorp’s plan.

This is a deplorable attitude for a Government Agency and the resultant affect will be to lower the
heritage value of Eveleigh Railway Workshops.

It was also stated that "the Heritage Act was of no consideration" even though it has been nominated
for the National Register.

If the NSW public do not act quickly this will bring to an end 120 years of history while the Government
via the Redfern Waterloo Authority and Railcorp rid Sydney of its heritage and the skills that go with it.

How have the figures been calculated to make the Government believe that spending $14 million on a
Railway Theme Park 100 kms from Sydney is better than Eveleigh, 3 kms from Sydney and $3 million
could turn this heritage site into a world class working museum.

This seems to be an act of bastardry or desperation by the Government that is destroying our cultural
identity to fulfil its shortfall of cash.

It has done this under the guise of saving heritage and inner city Sydney will get a concrete jungle as
replacement.

This is not about heritage this is about real estate and to achieve this the Government has had to
divide and conquer the volunteer groups which have been caring for the State owned rail heritage
collection.

Now their so called sustainable future for rail heritage is going to cost many millions and deprive
Sydney of frequent steam rides it has enjoyed up until now.

THIS MEDIA PACK

This media pack has been created by the Friends of Eveleigh. It contains letters,
news releases, maps and a photograph collection that is copyright free for use in
relation to the Large Erecting Shop and the Friends of Eveleigh.
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GARDEN STREET

D Under the control of the RWA

[ ] Demolished

- Untouched/still being used for original purpose

D Readaptive use

- Part only still being used for original purpose
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All correspondence to:
— The Secretary, FOE, PO Box 381, Belrose West NSW 2085

After recent discussions regarding the Large Erecting Workshop and the Minister for
Transport on 2GB claiming there is nothing that could be done because Locomotive
3801 was privately owned begs the question and perhaps the honesty of this red
herring.

e The locomotive is not the Large Erecting Workshop

e A belief that heritage rail excursions will be economically unfeasible because of the
lack of access to Sydney. The Sydney market should be

able to be accessed by all rail heritage groups

e The extra 200 kms of travel required will be added to every ones fare

including extra shifts for crews

e The extra 200 kms of travel will be added to the wear and tear of the heritage fleet
e There will be a loss of skills

e There will be a loss of volunteer ownership and goodwill of the thousands

of hours of caring for a State owned collection

e Removing its last and final link with this great tradition by the lack of any
long-term vision will diminish the significance of Eveleigh.

Now about the ownership please see below the letter from RTM to the Australian
Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen state categorically that it is owned by the
NSW Government.

LARGE ERECTING WORKSHOP IS NOT FOR SALE
Save the Large Erecting Workshop with Steam, with Skills and for all of NSW to enjoy.

Minister of Transport

Please release the O'Rourke enquiry findings that you wrote us claiming this to be a
fair independent review of the future management for the locomotive, the Crown
Solicitors advice that you referred to on 30/10/06 so we can all see and then we will
believe you and your colleages the Minister for Planning and the Premier.

Thank you and Regards - Friends of Eveleigh



The National Trust
of Australia (New South Wales)

NATIONAL TRUST

Watson Road
Observatory Hill
Sydney NSW 2000

Friends of Eveleigh GPO Box 518
Sydney NSW 2001
Telephone (02) 9258 0123

Fax (02) 9251 1110
www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au

NATIONAL TRUST

5 September 2006

The National Trust of Australia (NSW) strongly believes that the Eveleigh Railway Workshops are of National, if
not International significance. While parts of the yards have been reused the Large Erecting Shop is intact and
still utilised for its original purposes. This is extraordinary and of enormous importance to the nation.

There is a real opportunity for the Shop to be used for the restoration and conservation of historic locomotives
and rolling stock from around Australia thereby continuing the use of its rare cranes, service bays equipment
and direct connection to the main rail network. This also ensures the longevity of the skills required to maintain
our rail history.

We strongly support the National listing of the Large Erecting Shop, its contents and the connecting rail access.
Consideration should also be given to an appropriate setting and curtilage for the listing incorporating the original
Eveleigh railyards and maintaining the pedestrian access.

The Trust has not objected to sensitive reuse of much of this complex but all adaptation on this site should
recognise the invaluable contribution that continuing rail uses make to the understanding of the history of this
area. In this way we can preserve a living reminder of the role that rail has made to the development of Australia
and to the immediate area while preserving and encouraging valuable skills.

We wish your nomination success and if you require any further information or support please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Yours sincerely

Jacqui Goddard
Conservation Director

The National Trust is a not-for-profit, non-government, community-based organisation
working to conserve our built, natural and cultural heritage.
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6 September 2006

Janine Cullen

Director Historic Heritage Assessment Section
Department of Environment and Heritage
GPO 787

Canberra ACT 2601

Dear Director
Eveleigh Railyards Large Erecting Shop

| write to support the application by “Friends of Eveleigh” to protect the Large Erecting Shop on
Locomotive Street in Eveleigh, its entire contents, and the connected rail access, by placing these
items on the National Heritage Register.

The Large Erecting Shop is historically, aesthetically and socially significant to Australia. It played
an instrumental role in the development of the country’s rail network, and is an example of 1880s
Georgian architecture. “Friends of Eveleigh” tell me that the Large Erecting Shop is the last rail
workshop of its kind that remains in its original internal and external condition.

“Friends of Eveleigh” inform me that much of the original machinery used for railway purposes has
been maintained in the Large Erecting shop, making the entire contents of the workshop important.
They say that it is the only workshop of its kind still in use with its original purpose.

I support any step to preserve this very important site, including placing the Large Erecting
Shop, its entire contents and the connected rail access, on the National Heritage Register.

Yours sincerely

o« Whse

Clover Moore
Member Ilgh



THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEW SOUTH WALES

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
RESEARCH CENTRE

I1{R
RJC

ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
LUCY TAKSA
DIRECTOR

10 September 2006
To Whom this May Concern,

I write in my capacity as a scholar who has been undertaking research on the history of the
Eveleigh Railway Workshops for many years. My standing as an expert on this subject is
evident from the publication of articles on Eveleigh in leading national and international
scholarly journals and in books (please refer to attached list). I also have a close understanding
and appreciation of heritage issues in relation to the entire Eveleigh precinct. In November,
1997 I was appointed to the Eveleigh Locomotive Workshop - Heritage Working Group chaired
by the NSW Government Architect and General Manager, Buildings Branch, NSW Department of
Public Works and Services. In October 2000 I was invited by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore
Authority and the Australian Technology Park to join its newly formed Heritage Project Control
Committee. My expertise in relation to the management of railway industrial heritage was also
recognised by the West Australian Government. On 12 February, 2001 I invited to address the
Board of the Midland Redevelopment Authority, Western Australia on the management of the
Midland railway workshops’ heritage. In May 2002 I was invited by the Hon. Alannah
MacTiernan MLA, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, West Australian Government to be
keynote speaker at its Rail Heritage Forum, held on 8 June and hosted by the Midland
Redevelopment Authority, Perth.

From my perspective, as well as others of course, the Eveleigh Railway Workshops are of
immense significance both nationally and internationally.

This significance is partly related to the value of the remaining material culture, partly
related to the intangible cultural heritage of the site (which has yet to be adequately
interpreted) and partly because of the immense social capital and human capital that
resides in the continued use of the large Erecting shop over the last two decades
following the closure of the rest of the site. This value is fundamentally tied to the fact
that this building has been used for the same industrial purpose for over 100 years, which
makes it extremely unusual by Australian standards.

The conservation of the Large Erecting shop, its contents and the connecting rail access
is of critical importance to the recognition and understanding of our country’s
technological, architectural, transport, social and political history and heritage.

The maintenance of continuing operations in this building also provides a valuable
means to build on the social and human capital that resides in the conservation of steam
and diesel locomotives by volunteers on behalf of 3801.

UNSW SYDNEY NSW 2052
A U 8 T R A L | A
Facsimile: +61(2) 9662-8531
Telephone:  +61(2) 9385-7152
E-mail:l.taksa@unsw.edu.au



Accordingly, I would strongly recommend the continued use of this building for the
restoration and conservation of historic locomotives and rolling stock from around
Australia thereby continuing the use of its rare cranes, service bays equipment and direct
connection to the main rail network. This also ensures the longevity of the skills
required to maintain our rail history.

[ therefore totally support the nomination of this site by the National Trust and hope this
will succeed in preserving our history and the knowledge and skills involved in the
maintenance of railway heritage. Sincerely,

Yours sincerely,

faSy

Associate Professor Lucy Taksa




Chris Hartcher wm

Shadow Attorney General

Shadow Minister for Planning

Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations
Shadow Minister for the Central Coast
Member for Gosford

September 2006

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
LARGE ERECTING SHOP, EVELEIGH

To whom it may concern,

| write in support of efforts to prevent damage to the Large Erecting Shop at
Eveleigh.

| wholeheartedly support community efforts to have the Large Erecting Shop, its
contents and connecting rail access to the shop, preserved for future generations.
NSW was built on the railway system, which dominated the State from the 1880s to
the Second World War.

As the largest employer in the State for many years, the railways have been a part of
the lives of hundreds of thousands of Australians.

The Everleigh workshop was the centre of operations and of railway engineering for
many of those years and had a great reputation as a centre of excellence.

The Everleigh workshop has a capacity, not unlike the Powerhouse Museum, to play
a major role in the conservation of our industrial heritage and in the education of
Australians, both young and old.

This building, its contents and its railway access, should be placed on the National
Heritage Register to protect it for future generations and to acknowledge its
significance for past generations.

Yours singerely,

CHRIS HARTCHER

HOUSE Macquari S, Syiney NSW 2000 e 8290 3314 fx 9230 2070




Reason for a National Heritage Listing

The Nominations Manager

Heritage Division

The Department of Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 787

Canberra ACT 2601

12 September 2006

Dear

The application to nominate the Large Erecting Shop, Eveleigh, NSW for the National Heritage
List under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 is to protect the last
tangible link of the functioning of the Eveleigh Railway Workshops. The production of a
Conservation Plan for the precinct would enable the fabric, skills, function and stories to be
protected and interpreted for future generations.

Of the many buildings on the greater Eveleigh Railway Workshop site this is the only one remaining
still functioning for its original purpose built shed. The site is recognised Local, State, National and
Internationally for its building, machinery and it s operations.

While protection is required for the fabric the intangible aspects such as skills and context is most
vulnerable created by changes to the Redfern Waterloo Authority Act zoning which overrides all
heritage provisions enjoyed elsewhere in NSW. The last two schemes advertised by the Redfern
Waterloo Authority for the Large Erecting Shop site include demolition for a 12-storey office or a
5 storey adaptive reuse.

This will mean the end of steam locomotive hauled operations from this very important and
considered nationally significant site, which will result in lessening the significance in the greater
Eveleigh Railway Workshop site.

Either way the most significant aspect of the site is lost being the working/skill base of the site.

The application does not effect any other proposals for the greater Eveleigh Railway Workshop site
that falls outside the curtilage indicated on Map 1 included in the nomination.

The benefits of preserving the site by inclusion on the National Heritage List include;

The preservation of a building and contents of National SignificanceFriends of EveleighRetains
an important association with the foundation of Labor history in Australia and the local Aboriginal
population

The ongoing research potential into work practices, railway history and technology will be retained

The present operations retain skills and a link with retired expertise nearing the end of their life

The preservation of a communal asset used by volunteers for the last 20 years to preserve, conserve
and restore operation steam hauled trains with a current workforce of 10 full time employees and
200 active volunteers

The preservation of a communal asset used by conservators and volunteers for the last 20 years to
preserve, conserve and restore operation steam hauled trains for the Powerhouse Museum,

The skills, which have been passed down by retirees required to run steam hauled trains, will
dissipate and be lost.



The enjoyment of heritage steam train running will be greatly minimised due to the loss of a base
near the economic of hub of Sydney Station.

The enjoyment of heritage steam train running will be greatly minimised throughout NSW and
Australia due to the loss of a historic operational facility.

The operation of the Large Erecting Shop has been cost neutral by the sale of tickets on trains by
conducting excursions run by 3801 Ltd, Powerhouse Museum and other rail operators.

The apprentice-training scheme would continue to train rail apprentices in a wider appreciation of
rail operation and skills.

The historic link with the Labour history can be appreciated allowing a poignant impression of
working life in Australia from the 1880’s into the future.

Locomotives 3801 and 3830 (the last locomotive built at the Large Erecting Shop), which spent their
entire working lives based at the Large Erecting Shop, could maintain a public operational function for
the benefit of Australia. Other items built and presently in the workshop includes the first Governor
Generals Carriage, built for Federation in 1901.

The facilities and machinery within the building will be lost and the skills to operate them, with the
result that steam hauled trains will be excluded from the NSW rail network.

Support for the retention of the Large Erecting Shop as working historic infrastructure to enable
preservation to continue has come from a wide spectrum of the community, heritage professionals and
politicians. Please see the enclosed letters of support.

While the adaptive reuse policy can be commended for saving many of the buildings on the greater
Eveleigh Railway Workshop site the real context and the depth of the cultural landscape can only be
understood if the Large Erecting Shop, machinery, contents and access including the turntable are
preserved in operation. This requires the protection of the building, access and contents by a zoning
that it has enjoyed for the last 126 years, which would allow it to continue to operate as a Railway
Workshop.

We look forward to discussing any of the issues raised in this application and appreciate your
consideration.

Yours sincerely,
Friends of Eveleigh

Current Listings

The large erecting workshop is considered of National importance and support for this is sanctioned by
inclusion on the following heritage inventories;

Register of the National Estate

NSW State Heritage Register State Significancelncluded

State Rail Authority s170 State Significance

Sydney City Council LEP State Significance (ex South Sydney Council)
Regional Environment Plan State Significance

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority State Significance

National Trust (NSW) State SignificanceIncluded

Institution of Engineers State Significance

Letters of Support

Also included are letters of support from:

Ms Jacqui Goddard Conservation Director, National Trust of Australia (NSW)

Hon. Clover Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney and Member for Bligh

Associate Professor Lucy Taksa Director Industrial Relations Research Centre University of NSW

Mr Robert Vogel Curator of Engineering & Industry, Smithsonian, National Museum of American History



WHO REALLY OWNS LOCOMOTIVE 3801

in Moy Fleass Dusin

New &outh Wales
Rail Transport Museum

MILISE LR SITE
BARBOUR ROAD, THIRLMERE, M.5W. 2572 Telephaoss (0d8) &1 -8001

F.Q. BOX 31, BURNYDOD, N.SW. 2134 Telephane (02) T4-9990

12th March, "1981,

Mr. DB. J. Willineale,

Divisional Sccrotary,

Australion Federated Union of Locomotive Enginomen,
126 Chalmers Street,

SUMNY NILLS. 2010,

Restoration of 5801

Dear S5ir,

I apologise for the delay in responding te
your latest lettor on this subject but we have hacn
carefully considering the points made by you in carlier
correspondence. During these deliberations the point arese
that while we have been decded custody ef 3801 the State
Rail Authority retain ownership so that any proposal such
as yours rset invelve the State Nail Mutherity.

Accordingly I sumrest that your proposals be
directed to Mr. Geoff Callingham, Deputy Chiel Operations
ilanager, State Rail Authority. T have talen the liborty
ol briefing Mr. Callinchams on this matter szo he would be
aware of the general background cn receipt of you corres-—
pondence. ;

Ehile we would be more than happy to see 3801
return to service our Tirst duty as a Muscum is te ensure
that thia, wr sy, lecosuvitivoe is jpreserved for all the
pecple of HNew South Wales and not just an individual group.
llowever, should it be feasible to return 3001 to running
orcar I am sure that agreocment could be reached beotwoen
the Stace NMail Authority, The AF.NU.L.E. and osur=solvos on
its restoration, usc, maintenonce, stabling etc.

¥o are only teo happy to participate in any
meetings or further planning on this subject.

¥oure faithfully,
e, Matl ':"‘I.':lnsjlna-t. Musoum

jﬁi;; ‘i?;?%Pﬂleﬂgﬂﬂﬂ

s Mchinnon
hnnnrnry Socretary.
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Eveleigh - Large Erecting Shop - Friends of Eveleigh Statement

The following media release dated 28th October 2006 has been issued by the Friends of Eveleigh to bring attention
to the need for action to ensure a future for the Large Erecting Shop at Eveleigh.

Whilst the community, retirees, union members and particularly those involved in rail heritage arc enraged; it seems
that many of the peak heritage bodies have gone silent on the Large Erecting Shop. MI discussions with the peak
heritage bodies seem to get off record support, only one, the National Trust is willing to publicly speak out
advocating a different course to what is being put forward. It is particularly noticeable amongst those peak heritage
bodies that have web sites proclaiming their advocacy in protecting heritage. It seems to be the same groups that arc
recipients of major grants tied to the vacating of the Eveleigh precinct.

State Government Offices, which have a statutory or ethical role in protecting heritage have gone silent, at least
publicly that is, this seems to be a conflict of their function.

The National Trust is the only formal group willing to stand and be counted. Now we have six informal groups
formed in the last few weeks, fighting for a place that still has at least 30,000 ex-Eveleigh employees walking the
streets of Australia; do they wonder why Eveleigh just won't 'lie down and die.'

The vision of the Friends of Eveleigh is to fight for a genuine preservation of a working Eveleigh, and this forms the
basis of the application to the Federal Government for inclusion on the National Heritage Register. We are tired of
the continual facadism of Eveleigh, a place that has a working history of monumental proportions. Let’s keep it
working, with steam, with skills and for all of NSW. For this reason we welcome the O'Rouke Enquiry as the
Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for Planning have told us about in their form letters and look forward to its
findings.

It is easy to see the benefits for all unless you just want sell your soul.

The operation of the Large Erecting Shop has been largely cost neutral, supported by the sale of tickets on train
excursions run by 3801 Ltd, Powerhouse Museum, and other rail operators. The difference in moving a facility that
preserves and restores active locomotives and rollingstock that are enjoyed across the state - is that the economic
model is based on being close to the Sydney market, and a proven ability where subsidies are minimal. The forced
new model of pushing everything out of Eveleigh - away from Sydney has little evidence to back it. Whitton fought
this notion, and it seems we still are 130 years later.

The Large Erecting Shop would lend itself to being a central access point to Sydney for all rail heritage groups with
running railway collections. It would continue to train apprentices, as it currently does; unfortunately not the 500 a
year as it used to. It also can be a centre for serious industrial restoration as it presently functions as. if the
Government were intelligent they would harvest these professional and volunteer groups rather then dividing them;
it appears to be a cash scrapped Government trying to get their hands on the real estate by any means.

Our Vision:

Access for rail heritage groups.

The preservation of a building and contents of National Significance.

The retention of an important association with the foundation of Labor history in Australia and the local
Aboriginal population.

The preservation of a potential source of research into work practices, railway history and technology.

The preservation of a venue where traditional trade skills can be taught and a living link with retired expertise
can be maintained.

The preservation of a communal asset used by volunteers for the last 20 years to preserve, conserve and restore
operational steam hauled trains with a current workforce of 10 full time employees and 200 active
volunteers.

The preservation of a communal asset used by conservators and volunteers for the last 20 years to preserve,
conserve and restore operation steam hauled trains for the Powerhouse Museum.

The enjoyment of heritage steam train running will be greatly maximised due to an operational base near the
economic hub of Sydney Station.

The enjoyment of operational heritage steam trains will be greatly maximised throughout NSW and Australia
through the retention of an historic operational facility.

The apprentice-training scheme would continue to train rail apprentices in a wider appreciation of rail operation
and skills in a heritage workshop environment.

Guided tours so the public at last can enjoy this place of cathedral proportions in steam.

Often industrial heritage places have had little public access due to the types of activities carried out in
them, this makes them easy pickings for people of little foresight who want to fit a bit more concrete into
Sydney.

What we want to see is some stewardship by the NSW Government to maintain this historic and iconic
place of working heritage that is important to the nation before it is lost forever and a generation of skills
that will go.

Friends of Eveleigh - Committed to saving the great Eveleigh Railway Workshop

All correspondence to: The Secretary, Friends of Eveleigh (FOE), PO Box 381, Belrose West NSW 2085
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